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A SHOR T 


ACCOUNT 


Concerning the READING 


His Majeſties Declaration 


IN SE 


CHURCHES. 


Reading the Kings De- 
B53 claration came down firſt, 
accom panied with the Petition of 

my Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and ſeveral other Biſhops, humbly 
A 2 pray- 


£04) 
praying to be excuſed from the 
Publiſhing thoſe Declarations, 1 
diſputed with my ſelf ſo long, that 
I grew into a perfect Agony at laſt, 
and could take no Reſt all that 
Night. For two great Evils ap- 
peared before re, both contrary 
one to the other, and yet an abſo- 
lute necefhiry of my falling into one 
of them, either Diſobedience tothe 
Kings Commands, or a Separation 
and Schiſm from my Metropolitan 
and other worthy Bithops, whoſe 
Judgments I truly reverenced. in 
moit things, and whoſe Integrity in 
all things. This made that Night 
very diſmal to me, till at length, 
the day. coming; onz I got up and 
began-to, conſider things witHh'lefs 
troubled Thoughts, and more 
calmly: and ſeriouſly to weigh the 


whole 


ik ts. 
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whole Matter, And thefirſt thing 
that repreſented it ſelf unto me, as 
an Anchor to fix and hold faſt my 
Soul,. and compoſe my Conſcience, 
was that ſaying, Submit your ſelves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lords 
ſake. _ 1 Pet. ii. 13. andagain ver/.17. 
Fear God, honour the King. This was 
ſaid by St. Peter, who, we believe, 
was guided by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and therefore we take it as the ex- 
preſs Command of God, andought 
to obſerve it in every thing that'is 
not flatly contrary to the Word of 
(God, or, at leaſt, moſt evidently 
deduced from the Word of God, . 


t\ 


ſo: that eyery common underſtand-. 

«4111 LLL , —_ do q 
ing: mult needs. ſce it. Now the 
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King expreſly commanding his De- 
claration tobe Read in all Churches, 
without requiring him that Reads 
It. 


(6) 
it to declare _ either his Conſent, 
Aflent, Allowing or Liking of it, I 
would gladly know how any man 
can ſhew me that to do this is con- 
trary to Gods Holy Word, If you 
ſay, that this Declaration contains a 
Diſpenſing Power contrary to the 
Laws of the Land, as is declared 
ih the Parliament 1662. and 1 672. 
Tet irc be ſo. Is it therefore contra- 
ry to the Word of God? Shew it 
me. Ifthe King would vouchſafe 
toask my Judgment, I would hum- 
bly and carneſtly beſeech him not 


to uſe his Diſpenſing Power in that - 


high manner. And I farther call 
God to Witneſs that T would readi- 
ly and cheerfully lay down my life 
to Compoſe the miſerable Breaches 
 thatare in theſe Nations on this ac- 
count. But if after all, the wy 
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tells me, he hath this Diſpenſing 
Power-inherent in his Majeſty by 
Right, and will uſe it whether [ 
will or nill; What can I poor 
wretch do? Or what can all my 
Brethren, the Biſhops, lawfully do, 
but ſubmit unto his Majeſties Will 
and have patience? But, as a Paper 
lately come forth ſaith, In Reading 
this His Majeſties Declaration in 
the Houſe of God, I do thereby 
declare my Conſent. unto it :. for I 
ought to Read nothing there but 
what I do approve of. Where 
doth he find this ſo expreſt in the. 
Word of God?. Or. from what 
Text doth it. neceſfarily and. evi- 
dently follow ? Can this be as clear-- 
ly deduced from thence,. or is it as: 
plainly expreſt as that on the con-- 
ry fide, that I am to ſubmit 'to- 
every 


every Ordipance of man :Thisi is the 
_ ſaying I ftick cloſe to, andrequire 
him to ſhew me out of the Word 
of God, that to read any thing i in 
the Houſe'of God, 'is declaring r my 
Conſent unto it : And therefore ay 
affirmation without ſome ſuch pr 
from Scripture Hgnifics fol. naw 
Nay, to fet Scripture a alide, nd to 
diſcourſe ofmitrers by common-un- 
derſtandin X: -IfI ſhould read unto | 
the' people In the Church” A Paper | 
declaring that the King of France. 
doth Perſecute anc, 0 ratella ants, . 
and depriye thein of. th Ir- r.Eft ny b 
dotÞt:fy "Readig this apet 8 c 
way declare my Conley, to. 


agen pr *. So, THR, a 

Paper irf the' Church decl; TE 
Kitigs Toferati6he F641 eh ; 
" affy MAY 01 re th 1571: To or 


(9) 
to it > No certainly. This Argu-- 
ment _is very frivolous and vain. 
But you ask me, why do I Read 
this in the Church ? and I anſwer, 
becauſe the King Commands it, 
and I know nothing in Scripture 
that forbids it, and therefore I am 
bound'to obey it. But that Paper 
farther asks, if the King command 
a Popiſh Homily for Tranſubſtanti- 
ation to be Read in the Church, 
would I. rcadit? - No certainly, 
unlefs I read it-ſo as' to confute it, 
and {hew the. abſurdity of it. 'The 
Caſc is very different: this is a Do- 
trine L:any neceſlarily: to inftruct 
the peoplein, and to them ei- 
ther: the 'Truth or Falſity- of it. 
And the Caſe is the ſame in all 
Doctrines taught in the Houſe: of 
God. But in Reading the Kings 

| B Decla- 
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Declaration, there is no Doctrine 
Taught, only matter of Fact de- 
clared. But you will ſay,that was 
known before, and ſure there muſt 
be ſome ether intention in requi- 
ring me.to Read. it. "Tis truc, per- 
chance. it is to try my Obedience. 
And our. Enemies having fome 
gucls by-ous late not giving thanks 
for that part of His Majelties De- 
claration, which was to maintain 
the Church of England, becauſe Li- 
berty for. Iiſlenters' was. then alſo 
granted, that we will likewiſe. rc- 
tufe the Reading ofi the Declarati- 
on tor the ſame Reafon; and there- 
by diſpleaſe the King, they there- 
tore perſuade His Majelty' to re- 
quire it of us. But for my own 
part I was then as urgent for out 
giving - of Thanks, as a neccflary 


and 


KLE 
and'grateful Duty ; ; which, had we 
then performed, /it would probably 
have prevented this Command of 
it : whichis likely to have 
a; very. fad. Cor , and Þ 
heartily lament it, but know not 
how toremedy it. Yet on this oc- 
cafion T beg leave of my Brethren 
to tell them my whole Serife + of 
this Matter. W henthe Kings Ma- 
jeſty firſt of. all declared his Refo- 
lution: 0: maintain; the Church of 
England in the clear Profettion of its 
Dodtrme, with its Rights and 'Dif-- 
Cipline,- this was ſuch unexpe&ed: 
and ſurprizing News, 'that I ftood: 
long. amazed: ar"it;: and when at' 
lengthbT had ſed my Mind. 
andiettled my felf:ih full belief of 
oy did: then atfo irv alt hymble 
Ones refolve 'to'comphy hd 


B 2 ſerve 


(12) 
ſerve His Majeſty in every thing 
that I could with a ſafe Conſcience 
perform, and thereby preſerve His 
Majeſties moſt favourable intenti- 
on and kindneſs towards us. And 
for ſo good an end as the free en- 
joyment of our Religion, and the 
True Worſhip of God to be pub- 
lickly continued and. defended, 'I 
was ready both then to give 
Thanks,” and 'now to Read (in 
both which I ſee no apparent evil) 
and to perform ſuch other things 
as ſhall be propoſed, which ſha 

appear unto me as 'harmleſs as I 
take them to be. Yea I confeſs I 
ſhould yet go farther, and indoubt- 
- ful Caſes beg leave 'of God (as 
Naaman the Yrian: did of | Ehſba, 
that. when he bowed down in the 
Houſe of Rinmor, with the: King 


lean- 


C 23.) 

deaning on his Hand, the Lord 
would qo, his ſervant in this 
thing: ſo) that he would graciouſly 
pardon me in; complying with His 
Majeſty in ſome things, wherein 
there might be ſome ſhadow, 
though no real ſubſtance of Of- 
fence: and I ſhould never doubt 
of Gods merciful - Pardon in it, 
ſeeing I did. it out -of pure Obedi- 
ence to my King, upon. Gods Com- 
mand, 'and to ſo good an end, as 
the preſerving of 'Truth and Peace 
among us. Which; if | we: loſe 
on this occaſion;'i-they will: have 
much to 'anfwer-for, who are: the 
Authors of- it. '. Yet; I verily be- 
lieve, and durſtilay down;my life 
tor the: ;Ifuthcof lit, that my Bre- 
thren:who-retuſe-the diſperſing of 
theſe. .Declarations, are very far 


4 from: 
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from having ary evil mtention:in 
it; but will as readily: Obey'the 
King as -my ſelf, in what is as 
agreeable to. their Conſciences, as 
theſe things/are'to:mine.” And had 
F 'had' the good © fortune to have 
been.'amongft them-at their Con- 
fultation, — not have doubr. 
ed of govt ſucceſs in':perfuadin 

them to this buſinefs : Irvarg ; 
though-iv-comes now too: late for 
this z yper:byy the Grace of: Gock tit 
may” prevent "ſore foture evil ac- 
cdents.  However'T refolyed to 
publiſh'is, \to/givecas much” fatif: 
faftion tothe Wortkd/as'T cam-up- 
on what reaſon T difſeno from my; 
Brettwen, who; FE 'am confidens; 
_ ainvat the ſame thing!- though we 
20 'clean' contrary'' ways: wnto-"it; 
And\ F moſt hambly — 
; : Cle 
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Gracious Majeſty to believe fo of _ 
them, and not to give way to Paſlt- 
on, or to hearken unto thoſe who 
would exaſperate him againſt 
them : for 'tis impoſſible a True 
Son of the Church of England 
ſhould have any Diſloyal thoughts 
in his Heart, his Principles com- 
manding him unto entire Obedi- 
ence, either Active or Paſhve, 
without any Equivocation, or Men- 
tal Reſervation in any Caſe what- 
ſoever. And therefore a true ge- 
nerous. Heart cannot but be kind 
and merciful to ſuch ſubmithve 
Subjects, according to that, Parce- 
re ſubjettis & debellare ſuperbos. 
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